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INTRODUCTION

Any .one who had read “The Greatest Thing
'in the World” could not help but desire to see
and hear its author; and, when Professor Drum-
mond visited Boston in the spring of 1893, the
capacity of lecture halls was taxed to the utmost.
To accommodate thousands turned away, he re-
peated some of his lectures in the Lowell Institute
Course, Boston. It was a crowded Boylston Hall
or Appleton Chapel that invariably faced him
when he addressed the students of Harvard Uni-
versity. He drew young men asl few men can.

He 1loved life and nature. He studied
9
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The addresses here given to the public in per-
manent form for the first time, as they have
already helped some, may yet help many more.

The first four were delivered to students of
Harvard University, in April, 1893. The re-
maining three addresses were delivered at the
World’s Bible Students’ Conference, Northfield,
Mass., in July, 1893.

LutHER HESs WARING.
Scranton, Penna,
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STONES ROLLED AWAY

Gentlemen, I am very much astonished at this
spectacle. I told you last night it was against
our principles in Scotland to have religious meet-
ings on a week night. It seems to me that if
you come to a meeting of this kind you mean
business, and you may just as well own it. If
a man comes to a shorthand class, it means that
he wants to learn shorthand ; and, if a man turns
up at what I suppose I must call a religious meet-
ing, it means that he is less or more interested
in the subject. .

Now I should say that I think a man has to

give himself the benefit of that desire, and he
15






































































































STONES ROLLED AWAY 49

stronger ; but we want the best men. Christian-
ity ought to have the superlative men here in
every department—in classics, in poetry, in litera-
ture, in humor, in everything that goes to the
making of a man. The best gifts should be given
to Christ. We are apt to despise Christianity and
keep away from it because there are many weak-
minded people in it. That is one reason why we
ought to take off our coats and throw ourselves
into it, heart and soul. And I leave you with
that appeal. I appeal to the strong men here to
consider their position and see if they can do any-
thing better with their life than to help on this

great cause.
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AN ADDRESS
TO
THE MAN WHO IS DOWN

To-night 1 want to talk to the man who is
down, to the man who has his back to the wall,
and who is being embattled by his own tempta-
tions. It is, perhaps, not an academic subject.
but it is the greatest of all subjects on which one
can speak to young men. There are men here
who are lost in the abyss; but there are more men
who are on the brink of the precipice. Tempta-
tion is a universal experience—the one thing that

makes every man his brother, and creates within
3
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II1
ONE WAY TO HELP BOYS

I am very much pleased to find the Boys’
Brigade receiving University recognition. I am
not aware that it has had this honor before in its
history. _

The idea of the Brigade is this. It is a new
movement for turning out boys, instead of sav-
ages. The average boy, as you know, is a pure
animal. He is not evolved; and, unless he is
taken in hand by somebody who cares for him
and who understands him, he will be very apt to
make a mess of his life—not to speak of the lives
of other people. We endeavor to get hold of this

animal. You do not have the article here, and do
”
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AN APPEAL TO THE OUTSIDER;
OR

THE CLAIMS OF CHRISTIANITY.

T am asked to talk specially to what we call in
Scotland “the outsider”—the man who has not
seen his way to throw in his lot with Christian
men. We have made a specialty of the outsider
in our university work in the old country. We
have laid all our plans to interest him. He is gen-
erally the best man in the university; and for
some years we have arranged all our Christian

work and worship with a view to that type of
95














































































THE CLAIMS OF CHRISTIANITY 121

an amphibian; no man can serve two masters,
and, if you only knew it, it is a thousand times
easier to seek first the Kingdom of God than
to seek it second. I have not the slightest
doubt there are many men who are seeking
second the Kingdom of God, and their religion
is a nuisance to them. It is hard to keep up,
and they would get rid of it if they could. The
cure is to seek it first, to make it the helm of life.
Then only can a man’s life go straight, and then
only can he fulfill the destiny for which God has

put him into the world.
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LIFE ON THE TOP FLOOR

You have had a great time on the mountains,
but remember the mountain is not a place to live
on. The Mount of Transfiguration is an episode,
coming to a man from time to time; but it is not
in the ordinary course of nature that a man should
always live on the top of the mountain. The
mountain is of use to send streams into the val-
ley of our ordinary life, to fertilize and nourish
what is there. Perhaps it is not possible that we
shall all be living at the same pitch at which you
have lived during the days of this week. Before
the sacramental wine was dry on the lips of Peter

he was untrue to his Saviour. A breakdown to
12§




































.LIFE ON THE TOP FLOOR 137

help and save, and stands by him, if multiplied
through the universities, would soon win our uni-
versities for Christ. ’

Make a continuous effort by will power and
prayer power and the power of the Spirit of God
to walk in the spiritual region; for nature abhors
a vacuum. If we allow any pause to occur in
our high living, if we leave this place, the enemy

will come upon us, and we will be worse off after

this Conference than we were before it.
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THE KINGDOM OF GOD
AND

YOUR PART IN IT

“The futility of saving men by speech” is not
a whole truth, but it is the large part of a truth.
Imagine a life-saving crew trying to save wrecked
mariners simply by calling to them, and not
throwing out a life line or putting off in a boat
after them! It is a case of life for life—a man
laying down_ his own life for others, as Christ
did.

In talking to a man you want to win, talk to
41
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THE THREE ELEMENTS
OF

A COMPLETE LIFE

Students are very often recommended to invest
in certain books. I am going to take the liberty
of suggesting to some of you to buy a certain
picture which you can get for a very few cents.
Most of you have already seen it. It is “The
Angelus.” It is an illuminated text. God speaks
through you. He also speaks through art. I
want to hang up this picture as an illuminated
text. There are three things in the picture—a

potato field, a country lad and a country girl
165



166 THE THREE ELEMENTS

standing on the ground, and on the far horizon
the spire of the village church. That is the whole
thing. There is no great scenery, no picturesque
scenery; just a country lad and a country girl.
In those Roman Catholic countries, at the hour
of evening, the church bell rings out to summon
the people to pray. Some go into the church to
pray ; and those that are caught in the fields when
the Angelus rings bow their heads to engage for
a few moments in silent prayer.

Now, that picture is a perfect picture of Chris-
tian life; and what is interesting about it is that
it picks out the three great pedestals of life.
Moody said it was not enough to have the root of

the matter, we must have the whole thing.

I

The first element in life is work. Three-

fourths of our life is probably spent in work. Is
























174 THE THREE ELEMENTS

viction of God’s abiding presence wherever we
are? Does He beset us behind and before?
There is nothing more needed in this generation
than a larger and more scriptural idea of God. A
great American writer has told us that the con-
ception of God that he got, in books and from
scrmons, when he was a boy, was that of a wise
and very strict lawyer sitting in his office. I re-
member very well the awful conception I got
when I was a boy. I was given a book of Watts’
hymns, which was illustrated, and, amongst other
hyms, there was one about God, and it represented
a great black, scowling thunder cloud, and in the
midst of that cloud there was a piercing eye.
That was placed before my young imagination as
God, and I got the idea that God was a great
detective, playing the spy upon my actions, énd,
as the hymn says, writing now the story of what
little children do. That was a bad lesson. It
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has taken years to obliterate it. We think of God
as “up there.” You know there is nio such thing
as “up there.” What would be “up there” to-
night will be “down there” twelve hours from this
time. Do not think of God as “up there,” because
there is no such place. Science has been “up
there,” and it has not seen God. You say God
made the world six thousand years ago and then
He retired. That is the last that was seen of
Him. He made the world and then went away
into space somewhere to look on and keep things
going. Geology has been away back there, and
God has gone further and further back. These
six thousand years have extended back into ages
and ages of long, long years. Where is Ged, if
He is not back there in time or up there in space?
Where is He? God is in you. The Kingdom of
God is within you and God Himself is within

men. He is not “up there.” When are we to
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Most of you have heard of Hellen Kellar, the
Boston girl who is deaf and dumb and blind.
Until she was seven years of age her mind was an
absolute blank. Nothing could get into that
blank, because all the avenues to the other world
were closed. Then, by that great process which
Boston has discovered, by which the blind see, the
deaf hear and the mute speak, that girl’s soul was
opened. Bit by bit they began to build up a mind
—to give her a certain amount of information
and to educate her. But no one liked to tell her
about religion. They reserved that for Phillips
Brooks. After some years had passed they took
her to him and he began to talk to her, through
the young lady who had been the means of open-
ing her senses, and was able to communicate with
her by the delicate process of touch. Phillips
Brooks began to tell her about God, who God was,
what He had done, how He loved men. and what
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He was to us. The child listened very intently.
Then she looked up and said: “Mr. Brooks, I
knew all that before, but I didn’t know His
name.” There was some mysterious pressure,
some impelling power, some guide, some elevat-
ing impulse, within her soul. “It is Gop,” said
Phillips Brooks, “which worketh in you. God is
with us and in us.”

I wonder if you have heard the story of the two
Americans who were once crossing the Atlantic
and met in the cabin on Sunday night to sing
hymns. As they sang the last hymn, “Jesus,
Lover of my Soul,” one of them heard an
exceedingly rich and beautiful voice behind
him. He looked around, and, although he did
not know the face, he thought that he knew
the voice. So, when the music ceased, he
turned and asked the man if he had been in the
Civil War.
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II1

A moment or two about the third element in
life. The first is “work,” the second is “God,”
the third is “love.” You have noticed in that pic-
ture the sense of companionship, brought out by
the young man and the young woman. It mat-
ters not whether they are brother and sister or
lover and lover. There you have the idea of
friendship, the final ingredient in our lives. If
the man had been standing in that field alone, the
scene would be almost weary. If the woman had
been standing alone it would have been sentimen-
tal. You can carry much away from this Con-
ference; but we can all carry away with us some
enrichment of our human friendship, and that
will complete our life, because no life is complete
unless it has that additional element in it. That,

after all, is the divine element in life, because God



OF A COMPLETE LIFE 183

is love and because he that loveth is born of God. -
Therefore, gentlemen, after we leave one another,
let us keep our friendships in repair, as some one
says. They are worth while spending time on
and keeping them up, because they constitute a
large part of our life. I need not say that we
must cultivate this spirit of friendship and let it
grow into a great love not only for our friends,
but for all humanity. Some of you are going
into the mission field. Your mission field will be
a failure unless you cultivate this element. Two
years ago I was wandering about the coral islands
of the Pacific, and I came to one island far remote
from human gaze, inhabited solely by cannibals.
At one end of the island was a missionary and his
wife. At the other end of the island was another
missionary and his wife. They never heard from
other parts of the world for six months. You

would suppose they would see each other every
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day, but they were not on loving terms. They
were not on speaking terms. They were on war
terms. One had actually assaulted the other.
What was the trouble about? It was a quarrel
over the word in the native language they should
use for “God” in their translation of the New
Testament. They needed and lacked charity,
tenderness, tolerance, patience.

So these three things—work, God, love—form
a complete life. If your life is not comfortable,
if you are ill at ease, ask yourself if you are not
lacking in one or other of these three things, and

pray for them and work for them.



























